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A GENERAL VIEW 
OF THE ARGUMENTS FOR THE Unity or Gop. 
From Reason, from the Scriptures, and from History. 
By Josern Priestiy, D. D. F.R.S. 


I. Arguments from reason against the Trini/arian 
hypothesis, 

Tar the doctrine of the Trinity could ever 
have been suggested by any thing in the course 
of nature (thongh it has been imagined by some 
persons of a peculiar fancifal turn, and previous- 
ly persuaded of the truth of that doctrine) is 
not maintained by any persons to whom my 
writings can be at all useful. I shall therefore 
only address myself to those who believe the 
doctrine on the supposition of its being contain- 
ed in the scriptures, at the same time maintain- 
mg, that though it is above, it is not properly 
contrary to reason; and | hope to make it suf- 
ficiently evident, either that they do not hold 
the doctrine, or that the doctrine of three divine 
persons constituting one God is strictly speaking 
an absurdity or contradiction ; and that it is there- 
fore incapable of any proof, even by miracles. 
With this view, I shall recite in order all the 
jistinct modifications of this doctrine, and shew 
that, upon any of them, there is no proper unity. 
‘n the divine nature, or no proper trinaty. 

If, with Dr. Waterland, and others who are 
reckoned the strictest Athanasians (though their 
opinions were not known in the time of Athana- 
sins himself) it is supposed that there are three 
persons properly equal, and that no one of them 
has any sort of superiority over the rest, they 
are, to all intents and purposes, three distinct 
tcods. For if each of them, separately consid- 
ered, be possessed of all divine.perfections, so 
that nothing is wanting to complete divinity, 
each of them must be as properly a God as any 
being possessed of all the properties of man 


with bishops Pearson and Bull among the mod- 
/ern English writers, that the Father is the foun- 
‘tain of Deity, and that the son is derived from 
| him, whether necessarily or voluntarily, wheth- 
(er in time or from all eternity, they cannot be 
of the same rank; but the Father will be pos- 
sessed of an original, a rea!, and proper superi- 





effect of the Father’s exertion of his powers, 
which is, to all intents and purposes, making the 
Son to be a production, or creature of the Father; 
even though it should be supposed with the an- 
cients that he was created out of the substance 
of the Father, and without taking any thing from 
him. Moreover, as upon this scheme the Son 
was never capable of giving birth to another 
like himself, he must have been originally in 
ferior in power to the Father, the source from 
which he himself sprung. On this scheme, 
therefore. there is no proper equality between 
these divine persons; aud the ante-nicene fath- 
ers did not pretend that there was, but distin- 
guished the Father by the epithet of (autotheos) 
God of himselj, and the Sen by the inferior title 
of (theos ek theou) God of God, or a derived God. 

If it be said that there is but one intelligent 
supreme mind, but that it exerts itself three dif- 


action, or operation, (which was the opiuion of 
Dr. Wallis, and that which was generaliy ascri- 
bed to the ancient Sabellians) with respect to 
one of which the same divine Being was called 
the Father, to another the ©. , and another the 
Holy Spirit; there is no proper trinity, at all.— 
For on the same principle one nan bearing three 
different oflices, or having three different rela- 
tions cr capacities, as those of magistrate, fath- 
‘er, son. &c. would be three diflerent men. 

| Some represent themselves as believing the 
doctrine of the trinity by asserting with Dr. 
| Deddridge, that ‘* God is so united to the deriv- 





ority to the Son; who will be no more than an| 


ferent ways, and has three different modes of |! 
‘| a being possessed of power sufficient to produce 


And what kind of divinity must that be, which 
is dependent upon the will of another ? 

Upon none of the modifications, therefore, 
which have been mentioned (and all others may 
be reduced to these) can the doctrine of the 
trinity, or of three divine persons in one God be 
supported. In most of them the doctrine itself 
is lost, und where it remains, it is inconsistent 
with reason and common sense. 


Il. .trgwnents from reason against the Arian 


hypothesis. 


Tue Arian doctrine, of the world having been 
made and governed not by the supreme God 
himself, but by Christ, the Sen of God, though 
no contradiction in itself, is upon several accounts 
highly improbable. 

Our reasoning from effects to causes, carries 
us no farther than to the immediate creator of 
the visible universe. For if we can suppose 
that being to have had a canse, or author, we 
may suppose that bis cause or author had a high- 
er cause, and so on ad infinitum. According to 
the light of nature, therefore, the immediate 
cause or anthor of the visrble universe, is the 
self-existent first cause, and not any being acting 
noder him, as his instrument. However, the 
scheme itself is not naturally impossible! since 


the visible universe, which is a limited produc 
tion, may be faite, and therefore may derive 
his power and his being from one who is supe- 
riortohim. Pnt though the Arian scheme can- 
not be said to be in itself impossible, it is on sev 
eral accounts, extremely improbable a pricr?. 
and therefore ought not to be admitted without: 
very strong and clear evidence. 

If this great derived being, the supposed ma 
ker and governor of the world, was united to a 
human body, he must either have retained anv 
have exercised his extraordinary powers during 





must be aman; and therefore three persons pos-|ed nature of Christ, and does so dwell in it, that | this union, or have been divested of them: and 


sessed of all the atiributes of divinity must be 
as properly three Gods as three persons possess- 
ed of all human attributes must be 
‘These three persons, therefore, must be incap- 
able of any strict or numerical unity. 
be universally true, that tree things to which 
the same definition applies can never make only 
one thing to which the same definition applies. 
And when by the words thing, being, or person 
we mean nothing more than, logically speaking, 
the subji et, or substratum of properties or attre- 
butes, it isa matter of inditlerence which of them 
we make use of. 

Each of these three persons may have other 
properties, but they must be numerically three 
in that respect in which the same definition ap- 
plies to them. If, therefore, the three persons 
agree in this circumstance, that they are each 
of them perfect God, though they may differ in 
other respects, and have pecuiiar relations to 
each other, and to us, they must still be three 
Gods ; and to say that they are only one God is 
as much a contradiction, as to say that three 
men, though they differ from one another as 


| ’ | das . 
much as (hree men can do, are not three men,; more than the Deity of the Father ww thet crva-| dead ; 
‘ture: and whatever it be that.God voluntarily! ascribed to God the 


but only ove man. 


three men. | 


It must, 


by virtue of that union, Christ may be properly 


called God, and such regards become due to him, : 
as are not due to any created nature, or mere. 


creature, be it in itself ever so excellent.” 
What this union is, in consequence of which 

any creature can be entitled to the attributes and 

|honours of his creator, is not pretended to be 


;explained; but as we cannot possibly have any. 


idea of an union between God anda creature, 
besides that of God being present with that 
‘creature, and acting by him, which is the same 
thing that is asserted by the Arians or Socintans, 
‘these nominal Trinitarians, must necessarily be- 
long to one or the other of these two cixes- 
es. ‘This is so evident, that it is hardly possible 
‘not to suppose but that they must have been 


much assisted at least in deceiving themseives | 


into a belief that they were Trinitarians, vy the 
influence which a dread of the edinm and other 
inconveniences attending the Arian or Socinian 
doctrine had on their minds. 
God the Father with any creatuce, whether it 
be called an union with him, or it be expressed 
in any other manner whatever, can be nothing 


The presence of 


‘either supposition has its peculiar difficulties 
jand improbabilities. 

If this great being retained his proper powers 
during this union. he must have been sustaining 
‘the whole universe, and superintending all the 
laws of nature while le was an infant at the 
breast of his mother, and while he bung upon 
the cross. And to imagine the creator of the 
world to have been in those circumstances, is an 
idea at which the mind revolts, almost as much 
as that of the supreme God himself being reduc- 
ed io them. 

Resides, if Christ retained and exercised al! 
his former powers in this state of apparent hu- 
miliation, he must have wrought all his miracles 
by a power properly Ais own, a power natarally 
belonging to him, as wuch as the power of 
|speaking and walking belongs to any other man. 
| But this is expressly disclaimed by our Saviour, 

when he said, thai * of himself he could do no- 

‘thing. and that it was the * Father within him 
j}who did the works.” Also, on this supposition, 
jit must have been this super-angelic being unit- 
ied to the body of Jesus, that raised from the 
whereas this is an effect which is always 
Father only. 




















Md 


lf. on the other handsChrist was divested of | 


his original powers, or empited himself of them 
upon his incarnation, the whole system of the 
government of the universe must have been 
changed during his residence upon earth. Eith- 
ersome other derived being (which this scheme 
does not provide) must have taken his place, or 





the Supreme Being himself inust have conde- 


‘ 
scended to do that which the scheme supposes | 
there wars an impropriety in lis doing. Fer! 
certainly the meking and the governing of the. 
world would net have been delegated ‘o anoik- 


~~ 


er, if there had not been some good reason in 
the mature of things, though it be unknown to 
us and may be indiscoverable by us, why the 
world should have been made and governed by 
a derived being. and not by the Supreme Being 
himself. And this reason. whatever it was, must 
as far as we can judge, Nave operated during 
the time that-Christ was upon the earth, as well 
is before. 


lf Christ was dewraded to the state of a mere 
mean daring his hoinihation on earth, reason will 
isk, why micht nota mere man have been suf- 
ficient ? his original 
powers, nothing was, in fact, done by him, more 
than any other man, aided and assisted by God 
as he was, might have been equal to. ; 

ff we consider the object of Christ's mission. 
and the beings whoin it respected, viz. the ri 
oy man, we cannot but think that must 
have been a greater propriety, and use, in the 
appointment of a mere man to that office. What 
eccasion was there for any being euperior te 
man for the purpose of communicating the will 
et God toman? Andas an example ofa resur- 


HoOtW ithstandime 


“ince. 





there 


|) For a comparison we may look at a kind and provident 





rection to an immortal life (to eniorce which 
was the great o! 


and resurrection oi one who was properly and; 
? 


nect ol his mission) the death} 


simply aman, was certainly far better adapted 


ir Own 


to give men satisfaction concerning th 
future resurrection, than the seeming death (fou 
it could be nothing more) of such a being as the 
maker of the worid, and the resurrection of a 
body to which he had been united. Fer, as he 
was a being of so much higher rank, it might. 
be said, that the laws of his nature might be | 
very different trom those ef ours: and therefore | 
he might have pray tlewes to which we could not | 
pretend, and to which we ought not te aspire. | 
lf the world was created and goverred by a) 
derived being, this being on whomwe 
ately depended, would be that to whom all me "| 
would naturally look. le wouold 
become the object of their prayers. in 
quence of which the Supreme Being would be 


immed. ! 
necessarily 
in cConse- 
overlooked, and become a mere cypher in th 
universe, 

As modern phioseplhy that there 
are innumerable words inh ited wy rational 
and impertect beings (for all cm must be} 
finite and imperfect) besides this of onrs. it ean- 
not be supposed but that many must h 
in as much need of the inierpost31g2 of t 


t= 


supposes 
= f ‘ 





‘ve stor d ! 


} 
| 
: 


iC ma- | 


ker ot the universe as we have done. Aud can 
we suppose eiticer that this should be the only 
spot in the universe so bich y Cistieguished. or 
that the maker of it shouid undergo as many 


degradations as this scheaie may reqmre? 

The doctrine of Christ's pre-existence goes 
upon the idea of the possibility, at least. of the 
pre-existence of other men, and supposes an im- 
material soul in man, altogether independent of 
the body ; so that it must have been capable of 
thinking and acting before his birth, as weil as 
it will be after his death. But these are suppo- 
sitions which no appearance in nature fayours. 

The Arian hypothesis, therefore, though it! 
implies no proper contradiction, is on several} 





iwere the ob) 


{should be favoured 


| their learning, and to whem people in general look for 
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accounts, highly improbable @ priorz, and there- 
fore ought not to be admitted without very 
clear and strong evidence. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
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RELIGIOUS REFLECTIONS, 
Calculated to lead the mind inio an und retanding of 
the spirct of universal goodness and salvation, 

WHeEn we contemplate the wisdom, power and good- 
ness of the great Creator, and think how many worlds 
and beings he has created ; and when we consider the 
manifest goodness which is systematically communicat- 
ed to every grade of being, how unreasonable it is to 
believe that our kind Father in heaven has decreed any 
of his rational offspring to a state of endless torture,— 


parent, who with impartial goodness feeds, clothes, and 
educates his numerous offspring, and as far as any one 
can s€e, spares no pains to make them al] happy; could 
there be a greater violation of propriety than for the 
most knowing of these favoured children to persuade 
the rest to believe that their parent designed to destroy 
way in which he could make 
them the greatest possible sufferers? Would it not be 
black ingratitude to go to work in a systematic, cun-| 
ningly contrived manner to distill this horrible opinion | 
into the minds of the little children of the family ?— 


the most of them in tha 


Can it be that our heavenly Father is pleased witi; 
such sentiments? We are sure that Jesus taught that 
God is our Father in heaven, and that he is more kind 
'to us than we are to ourchildren, This being granted, 
we havea right to ask those, whe endeavour to per- 
suade us info partial views of the divine favour, if they 
|would be willing to have their own children believe 
lthem to be like the God ip whom thev believe ? Sup- 
| pose for instance, a beloved clild of one of those limita. 
rian preache rs should Ipproae h the kind father and say, 
doctrine which you preach, 


dear sir, I understand th: 


and in which you have, with so much pious care in- 


structed me, and I fully belicve that God wus, from all 
eternity predestinated a great part of the human family 
to a state of endless misery, and I believe that you as a 
father are of the same mind and disposition toward your 
lL have not the 
least doubt but that you have determined to make some 
of as, your children, as happy as } ossible. and the rest 
What woul 1 thre 


say. Vou uff 


children as God is toward mankind. 


as wretched as lies in your power. 
Would he 
; 


child, {1 endeavour to conform my mind and conduct 


to the mind and conduct of God, and as hed 


father say in reply? 


sighs sou 

for happiness and others for misery, so in humble imita- 
tion of his example, | have purposed to admuinisier al! 
possible favours to some of my children, but Ue utmost 


tribulation and anguish to the rest?) No, such a mon- 
ster does not live. If we go to the houses of th 


preachers, who represent the Almighty as exereising 


vindictive wrath towards a great portion of his rations! 





Could such persuasion fail of alienating the tender sim- 
ple hearts of these little ones from their parents? Would 
not such a belief fill some who might fancy themselves 
favourites, with an unbecoming haughtiness, which 
would lead them to treat those whom they supposed 
cts of wrath, with contempt and abuse: 
And would it not cause gloom and fearful forebodings 
in the minds o: those who could see no reason wliy they 

more than others? J} 


ow are not 
ihese retlections, periectly consistent with that doctrine, 
which has attained the honour of orthodoxy in the 
christian church ? Do not those who are eminent for 
instruction, in an artful, systematic manner cause chil- 
dren and youth to be taught that the God of heaven 
and earth, and the bountiful giver of all the blessings 
we enjoy, has from all eternity predestinated a creat 
part of mankind to a state of endless, unmerciful tor- 
And is it not a fact that some have persuaded 


Ives into the opinien, that they are the favorites 


ture ? 


them: 


offspring, we shall find no conduct which ind cates su 
partiality. We shall find them tender and impartial to- 


ward their offspring; and in their couduet toward thei 


children they directly contradict the creed they } role-s 
and preach. 

If we examine the moral virtues, and the duties en- 
joined by the precepts of Jesus, we see them alias a 
eloud of witnesses in favour of impartial grace and tn- 
changeable goodness. As there is nothing more amiable, 
so there is nothing more strongly inculcated then lov: 
and good will to our enemies ; and this requirement is 
rested on the fact that God loves his enemies and does 


Now as love worketh no il 


to his neighbour. if we love our enemies can we be hap- 


And if God loves his en- 


them good continually. 


py in seeing them miserable 
emies, can this love doom them to everlasting woe 7— 
Even when one of our most perverse and ab indoned 
fellow mortals has made his way through crimes of the 
blackest dyc to the scatlold, and where a solemn silence 
proceeds the fatal stroke, even then the humble prayer 


of thousands of throbbing hearts ascends to the God ot 








of heaven, in conseqnence of which they look on oth- 


rtam contempt, which ts peculiar to false 


Licm 


ers Wilt) q 


ear ae x “oh ¢ : 
religion, «nd to abuse with the imost horrible 


tions? . And is 


threatenings, anathemas, and impreca 


not this the very spirit of persecution, which incited | 


the papal power to persecute the reformers, and which 


has likewise manifested itseif in protestants who have 


persecuted one another? Furthermore, do we not see 


and know thousands of instances, of persons, who, in 


consequence of this gloomy, heart-chilling doctrine, are 


groauing under the fearful apprehensions of being for- 
ever doomed to the regions of black despair, by him in 
whom they live, move, and have their being? If this 
be not ingratitude, how is it possible to treat the Father 
of our mercies ungratetully ? 

We are told, that in the world to come, when the 
elect getto heaven, it will be a pleasure to them to look 
into hell, and there behold millions of their fellow crea- 
tures in unspeakable torment. ‘Ibat they will see the 
which they had on earth in this 
state of misery and rejoice! Is it possible that all this 
istrue?) We who cannot bear to prolong the sufferings 
of the most disagreeable reptile, in order to be fitted 
for heaven, must be so changed as to cclight to see our 
own children, who now, hke tendrils, twine about oul 
hearts, in the keenest distress, and reflect with pleasure 


nearest connexions 


infinite merey in favour of a sinner who ends his mortal 


life so wretched. If there were no merey m God tor 


such, why should there be in his children here on 


é arth : 
Aud why should he make it our indispenseble cuty to 
pray for those, for whom he has no compassion : 
Again, as we are short sighted and cxn comprehend 
but a little, as we are evil, even the best of us, when 
comparcd with our Father in heaven, it seems most reas 
sonable to suppose that our errors and wrong sentiments 
would be likely to represent the divine Being less good 
and merciful than to represent him to be better and more 
mercitul than heis. Without the knowledge of astron- 
omy, we should be more likely te have scanty ideas 
concerning the magnitude and distances of the heaven- 
And 


this comparison no doubt exactly suits the subject of 


ly bodies, than we should to extend them too far, 


our present reflections ; for if we advert to the views 
which the ancients entertained of the wisdom, power, 
and goodness of God, and compure those views with 
the manifestations of the divine goodness in his revealed 
word, we see at once that by growing in knowledge 
man grows also in the grace of our Lord and Savious 
Jesus Christ. 

It is furthermore a most reasonable reflection, and one 
that contributes largely to strengthen the mind in this 
heart-rejoicing doctrine of universal benevolence, that 
the belief of it tends to render us tender hearted and 





that their sufferings are never to end ! 


oer 























aectionate toward all denominations. 

that kind of faith which works by love, 
belongs to the family of charity. Whereas a limited be- 
licf is directly opposed to charity, and cannot make one 
of the three which abide together. If faith, hope, and 
charity have their abode in one heart, it seems that they 
all harmonize. But charity is love to all man- 
to the contrary of 
the holy dictates of love ; why then should we believe 


and naturally 


must 
kind ; and there are none who hope 


in a creed that stands over charity, like a pretended 
nurse over an infant ready to smother it to death! 
But the enemies of universal and the 


final salvation of all men, contend that this doctrine 


benevolence, 


leacs to licentiousness. But do we who beheve it tind 


that this alligation is a just one? We ough! 


best judges As ihey « lo not believe 


cannot tell its effects in the mind. Let us then. who 


believe this doctrine ask ourselves; do we love man- 
kind the less for believing that God will have mercy on 
all? Do we feel any nire inclined to harm our fellow! 


creatures becanse we hope to enjoy them forever in! 


heaven? No, we certainly are clear in our minds, that 
juvyour the 


But we 


correct answer io these questions w« nid 


. of the good tendency of the Coctrine. 
re imperfect ieee and no donbt we have becn! 
he divine requirement, ‘*let your 
they beholding your good 


remiss tn adhering to 
light shine before mie n, that 
works, may glori’y your Father who is heaven.” Let 
tlis reflection humble us, and bring us to a determina- 
tion to walk worthy the vocation wherewith we are 

led, by denying ungodjiness, and worldly lusts ; and 


4 pifale DY 
using suberly, righteously, and godly in this present 


‘CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE.” 
Tk following is from the first number of the *-Chris- 
tian Advocate,’ printed and published by Tnomas J. 
SPrEVENSON, Lexington, (Ken.) 


** We have ever been impressed with the belief that 


the man who styles himself a Universalist, is, in reality | 


a Deist, or at best a Socinian. The ** Universalist 
Magazine,” a paper printed in Beston, by Henry 
Bowen has convinced us we have not erred in our be- 
lief. It would seem as if this modern Voltaire adhering to 
the delusions of his mind, hopes to subvert christianity, 
by guarding against the motto of his father, ** crush the 
monster.”? He pre ifesses 
yea, tis in them, and from professed pure lore to God, 
he dreams of finding a weapon to do this evil. 

But, if he ron lly does believe the sc riptures, by his 
atte ntively readiug the following texts he may ‘be ben- 
efited :— 

*Isaiah, chap. liii. ver. 5. Matthew, chap. xxvi. ver 
28. Mark, chap. xiv. ver. 24. Luke, chap. XXil. Ver, 
19 and 20. Faulto the Hebrews, chap. ix. ver. 12, 13, 
14 and 15.” 





*We would request him to read the whole of the 


two chapters pointed out by the s/ay. 


As the editor of the * Christian Advocate’ has seen fit 
to notice us, we fee] obligated to acknowledge our grati- 
fication on finding him disposed to give us any assistance 
from the scriptures. 

We do r 
tively read the passages, to which he 


ly believe the scriptures, and have atten- 
has referred us; 
but we have found nothing in them which at all dis- 
proves Universal Salvation. but much in favour of this 
doctrine, which our friend is pleased to call Deism, or 
at best Socinianism. We are entire ly ata loss to un- 
de i the necessary connexion between Deism, So- 
m, and Universalism which seems to be implied 


found in what we have taken from the 


ginianis 
in the remark 
Advocate; we shail therefore content ourselves, at pre- 
sent, with what we call the doctrine of universal love 
and salvation as taught in the holy scriptures, and if our 
friend can show that this doctrine is Deism, Socinian- 
ism, or any thing else, it will never harm it in the least, 
it will only prove that Deism, Socinianism, ce. are true 
and consistent with the divine testimony 


It <eems to be| 


to be the : 
it, they certainly | 


his belief in the scriptures ; | 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


That the scriptures to which we are refered are in 
favour of Universal Salvation the following qnotations 
and remarks will abundantly show. 

Isaiah lilt. 4, 6, * Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows,—All we like sheep have gone as- 
tray ; we have turned every one to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Does 
not this perfectly agree with St. Paul’s testimony 1 Tim. 
There is one God, and one mediator between 
Jesus, who gave himself 
ls it not 


ti. 5,'6, * 
'God and men, the man Christ 
la ransom for all to be testified in due time”? 
“matter of wonder that our friend should bring forward 
this passage in Isaiah to oppose Universalism? Itis not 
only stated in this chapter, that the Lord laid on the 
Messiali the iniquities of all, but it is further said that he 
shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied. 
Now if Jesus gave himse]f a ransom for all men, and if 
he ever sees the travail of his soul and is satisfied, it ap- 
(pears evident to us, that all men will be partakers of 
How is it possible for the Redeemer to be 
| satesfied with the salvation of a less number than that 
| for which he gave himself a ransom? Matt. xxvi. 28, 
‘** For this is ny blood of the New Testament which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins.’? Is this pre- 
cious declaration of the Saviour unt: avoursble to Univer- 
isal Salvation? What is proved by these words? An- 
swer, the following facts. 

I. Sins can be steitail 

The blood of the New Testament is shed for the 
remission of sins. 
This blood was shed, not for a few, but for many. 

Agreeably to this the forerunner of Jesus said of him, 
** Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin 
of the world.”? Surely this is testimony directly in fa- 
vor of Universal Salvation, but that it is equally favora- 
ble to Deism we must leave for our friend to make ap- 
pear when convenient. 

Mark xiv. 23, ** And he said unto them, this is my 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many.” 
If this Aig es had read differently, and in room of the 


this ransom. 





ledge the text would have been unfavorable to Univer- 
salism, and also to the general tenour af scripture ; but 
why should this text be named as one in opposition to 
universal goodness? 

Luke xxii. 19, 20, is in relation to the same subject 
which we have last noticed, and contains no intimation 
! unfavorable to the blessed doctrine of God our Saviour, 
(in which we are taught that ** God will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth.” 

Hebrews ix. labours to prove and illustate that Jesus 
Christ is, to all for whom he gave himself, in reality, 
what was only figuratively represented by the priesthood 
And as this same author hasfully shown 
tasted death 


under the law. 
that Jesus gave himself a ransom for all, 


both Jews and Gentiles, it is clear that nothing could 
have been intended contrary to the universal goodness 
of the Saviour. 

Never before have we known the passeges above no- 
ticed brought in opposition to Universal Salvation. We 
scarcely know how to account for this attack on Uni- 
versalist by means of these passages, or what should 
have led the editor of the * Christian Advocate’ to em- 
ploy such testimony on such a swect. However, it he 
will be so good as to show the force of these passages to 
disprove the universal goodness of God, in the salvation 
of all men, we will not fail to inform bim of the pro- 
make in contrasting the benevolence of our 
heavenly Father. And should he attempt to perform 
the above and fail, as we are very certain he would, we 
will endeavour to show him his mistakes, im the spirit 


gress we 


of eandour aud christian charity. 
ee 
THANKSGIVING, 
TaursnAy, the 2d of December next, is appointed | | 
asa day of Thanksgiving and Prayer, im the States of, 
New-Hampshire and C onnecticut 





word many, had the word few been used, we acknow- 
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for every man, and is the same High Priest in behalf of 
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LIBERALITY. 


saying, masler, we saw 


CHRISTIAN 
‘And John answered him, 
one casling oul devils in thy name, and he followed not 
us; and we forbade him, because he followed not us.— 
But Jesus said, forbid him nol; for there is no man 
which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly 
lor he that is not against us ts on 
our part,”’—Mark ix. 538—40. 

Ir is not all dificult to discern, in this short piece of 
sacred history, the too illiberal disposition which fre- 
quently actuates professors of religion, and the more 
catholic spirit of the divine teacher. Nor is it dificult 
to perceive that we are liable to suppose, erroneously, 
that our illiberality recommends us to Christ. It seems 
that Jolin gave the account of their having forbade one 
to cast out devils in the name of Jesus, to bis master 
with the expectation of receiving his approbation there- 
for, because he followed not Christ and his disciples. 
The disciples thought it of more consequence for men 
to associate with them than even to do the miraculous 


speak evil of mie. 


works which Jews himself did. 

This is a mistake which many make in the present 
day. tf men wil] follow them by joining themselves to 
their denomination and walking with them in the visi- 
ble church, it is a higher and more acecptable attain- 
ment than the practice of the christian virtues, if they 
conforni not to outward ceremonies and denomination. 

But our Saviour’s reply should teach us liberality. If 
devils are cast out in the name of Jesus, if the good 
work of making men better is promoted, if the virtues 
of the religion of the Saviour are practised, let us not 
refuse our cordial approbation, merely because men do 
not see cruse to attach themselves to our particular 
way. And as Jesus owned the man who cast out devils 
in his name to be on his part, though he did not follow 
him, we may safely own and acknowledge all who do 
the works of Christ, whether they follow us, or not. 

One thing more is worthy of special notice. We see, 
in the scripture under consideration, that the imperfect 
disciples were more jealous of the wrongs of men than 
he who was perfect. Perfection of wisdom and good- 
ness knows how to allow for human imperfection, but 
those who have failings of their own, are too apt to be 
intolereut towards the as tg of others. 





MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Ne- 
thaniel Merril! to Miss Sally Henly. 

By the Rev. rh r. Baldwim, Mr. Isaac Butterfield to 
Miss Mary N. Catlender.—Mr. James Allen of Malden, 
to Miss “om ca \ infon, of this town. 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Henry Wainwright, jr. 
to Miss Ann Brooks Parker, daughter of Chief Justice 
Parker.—Col. George Mercer Brooke, of U. S. Army, 
to Miss Lucy ‘Thomas. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Henry Emerson, of 
Castine, Vie. to Miss Naney Hutchins, of this town. 

By the Rey. Mr. Ballou, “Mr. William Swart to Miss 
Sally Fey. f 

Mr. frath 


nicl Hill to Miss Hannah P. Badger. 


DIED, 

In tois town, deeply lamented, 
wife «f Veter Coilm, Usq. 

Mr. Warren Lovejoy, merch 

Mrs. lhizabetl Mh od, wile of 
of Charleston, &. C. aged ! ~ 

we N ane 5 ‘Lhaxte ry wile of Mr. Warren ‘t huxter, 
aged :36 . 

oh “Abi 


Mrs. Anne Coftin 


ant, aged 25. 


Norman Leod, Esq, 


call Hatris. aged 27. 
Isaac Franeis, only son of Mr. 
Mr. John Lawrence, aged 20. 
Mrs. Yinry Cushing Dykes, wife of William Henry 


Isaac Slade. 


Dykes, us ‘the Boston lL heatre, age d U7. 
Villicm C. only son of MreCornelius Briggs, pl 15. 
——— i om. ee = 
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SOUND, sound the trembling lyre on 
To my dear Savioar’s praise; 
Let echo wake from shore to shore, 
And answer to thy Jays. 


Q 
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Bid ev'ry cavern’d rock reply, 
With echo’s sweetest roice, 

And woo the minstrels of the sky, 
To listen and rejoice. 


‘There’s music far more sweet than thine, 
The wildest woods among; 

And even majesty divine, 

Hath listen’d to the song. 

Sweet notes unnumber'd angels swe!) 

In the bright re. 
No eye hath seen, no tongue can tell, 
The extent of Jesvs* love. 


ims above; 


He claims the heathen for his own, 
He lays oppression low, 

He is our Father's eldest Son, 

To whom all knees must bow. 


Let ev’ry buman tongue proclaim, 
The Saviour is our friend ; 

He never changes, still the same, 
flis mercies know no end. CORVIN. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


REDEMPTION. 
YE saints to raptures ’wake the string, 
Make the celestial fields resound, 
With praise to Christ the eternal king, 
While earth reverberates the sound. 


for lo he left the realms above, 
Clad in the robes of righteousness ; 
Descending on the wings of love, 
To ransom Adam’s fallen race. 


No thunders speak the herald near, 
Nor fiery vengeance fills the skies ; 
No double-flaming swords appear, 
Po fill the rebels with surprise. 


But love and grace prepare the way, 
For the Redeemer of our race; 

And mercy, with unclouded ray, 
Sits smiling in his lovely face. 


Commission’d of his God, he came 
The load of human guilt to bear ; 
The everlasting truth proclaim, 
That all should his salvation share. 


Cast out, dejected and forlorn ; 
Bereav’d of ev’ry kind reliet; 
Forseken of his God—alone 
He drank the bitter cup of grief. 


But, who can view the crimson tide, 
Or, draw aside the blood-stain’d veil; 
Can look into his bleeding side, 

And not the keenest anguish feel? 


Suspended on the cross he hung, 
And there resign’d his parting breath ; 
Silent his voice, and mute his tongue ; 
Yet, still, how eloquent in death ! 


Consign’d to death, our Saviour lay, 

In death’s dark gloom, our souls to save ; 
That, he the monster sin might slay, 
And, rise victorious o’er the grave. 


But, soon, he quit that awful gloom, 
Adoring saints beheld him rise, 
Ascending, from the silent tomb. 
Triumphant, to the upper skies. 


FOR THE MAGAZINF. 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Our advocate, with God on high, 
This great High Priest forever reigns ; 
‘Till, death and hell he shall destroy, 
And satan bind with captive chains. 


Great God, it is thy wise decree, 

All shall be sav'd for whom he dy’d ; 
The travail of his soul he'll see, 

And be completely satisfy’d 


Then, we'll rejoice! for all he groan‘d ; 
For all his precious blood was spilt ; 
Which blood sufficiently aton’d, 

To cleanse the vilest sinner from guilt. 


No longer shall the poisonous asp 
Of hell, afflict the captive soul ; 
Death shall relax his iron grasp, 
And satan’s throne to ruin fall. 


Then, all, that dwell in heaven above, 
Or on the earth, or in the seas ; 

Shall taste the dear Redeemer’s lore, 
And sing the wonders of his grace. 


Then heav’n, shall own his mighty power; 
Before him earth submissive lie; 

Him, all creation shall adore ; 

And, ev’ry creature bend the knee. 


None, shall be left to bite their chains, 
Nor execrate the King of Kings ; 


Peace shall be heard thro’ all the plains, 
As far as nature’s bound extends. 


Then, mortals lift your longing eyes, 
And view yon bright unfolding blaze ; 
See Jesus seated in the skies, 
Encircl’d with effulgent rays. 


Tears shall be wip’d from ev’ery eye, 
All sorrow, pain and death shall cease ; 
All shall be universal joy ; 

All, light and love and heav’vly peace. 


See, now, begins the wish*d-for age ; 
Now sin’s and satan’s reign is o'er; 
And, brother shall with brother wage 
A crue], murd’rous war no more. 


Now, see the heav’nly Salem stand, 
Array’d in beauty, like her God; 

Her wings o’er shadow ev'ry land, 
Where nature spreads her works abroad. 


Here, cloth’d in white, around his throne 
The ransom’d of the Lord appear ; 
Crowns of pure gold their heads adorn, 
And robes of righteousness they wear. 


Here, al] their ceaseless anthems raise, 
And on the banks of Jordan sing ; 

All, swell the grateful note of praise, 
And heav'ns eternal concaves ring. 


Now, to the universal Lord, 
The mighty Prince of earth and heav'n; 
Who hath redeem’d us by his word, 


Be never ceasing honours given. K, eee, 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


wenn 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 60. 


Lim. The light in which this subject now appears is | 
clear; but what a cloud of darkness has this light re- | 


moved! For ages the christian church has been grope- 
ing after a reasonable solution of this subject, which 
now appears free from all difficulty. { am now perfect- 
ly satisfied respecting the following subjects. 

Ist. I am persuaded that there is no attribute in God, 
no, not even justice itself, which in its nature or design, 
is in any way opposed to the best good of even the 
chiefest of sinners. 

2d. Of course, I am fully satisfied thet the opinion 
that Jesus suffered and died to appease the wrath of 


God and to reconcile lim to us, 18 altogether a mistake, 
which has grown out of the ignorance of men concern- 
ing the divine character, 

3d. I am now persuaded that the economy of the 
salvation of sinners contemplates no such thing as say- 
ing them from the wrath of God, as has been generally 
believed, nor from a state of endless misery in the fu- 
ture world; but that it designs to save men from sin, 
from darkness of mind, from false imaginations, and 
fruitless fears, as the shepherd saves his lost and wander- 
ing sheep from the condition into which it has strayed, 
or the physician his patient, from the disorder that af- 
fects him. 

4th. I am furthermore satisfied, that in order to effect 
this salvation, nothing more is necessary than such a 
manifestation of the divine character as will enable the 
mind to have a clear view of the goodness of God, But 
although these things appear so very evident to my 
mind, | am far from being free from perplexity, on ac- 
count of the many passages of scripture, which I have 
been in the habit of believing support the doctrine of 
endless punishment. But as this doctrine now appears 
to me to stand in direct opposition to the revealed at- 
tributes of God, and to the plain declarations of many 
parts of the scriptures, I am led to think that those pas- 





sages which have been usually applied to support end- 
less punishment have been misapplied, and that tradi- 
fion has drawn such a veil over them that they are not 
Now as my mind is in this situa- 


rightly understood. 
| tion, I have a desire to propose a number of passages 
| for your consideration and solution. 

| Unit. You will recollect, my dear friend, that in the 
course of our conversation, you stated that the serip- 
tures every where oppose the doctrine of Univesal Sal- 
vation, and that reason, and the experience of all chris- 
tian people do the same. Have you taken sufficient 
time for the due consideration of those important state- 
ments, and have you fully satistied yoursel! that reason 
and the experience of christian people do not oppose, 
but justify this sentiment which you now appear to view 
in a more favourable light? I do not recall these por 
ticulars to your recollection because | wish you to post- 
pone what you have just proposed, but I hay: desire 
to know your views of them now, and the travail oi 
your mind in relation to them. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE 


wee 
AN EVIL EVE. 
“Js thine eye evil, because Iam good 2° 
THis was an evil eye indeed. ‘Those labourers who 


had agreed fora penny a day, were dissatished, and 
murmured at their employer, not because he did not pay 
thein according to contract, but because his goodness 
bestowed the same on those who had wrought but one 
hour. If we are correct in the observations, which we 
have made, regarding the spirit of opposition to the di- 
vine goodness, which is equally distributed to all man- 


kind, the same evil eye is constantly employed in look- 





ing up arguments to show that it is not right for God 


tu bestow the same favours on all men, as are expected 


by those, who are persuaded that they are more right- 


eous than their neighbours. There are many who pro- 
fess a great deal of piety, much vital religion, an un- 
| common zeal for the cause of truth, who offer many 
| prayers and thanksgivings to the Father of mercies for 
his favours, that cannot bear to be told that their neigh- 
bours are the objects of the divine favour equally with 
them. 
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